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Recognizing the importance of urgent action to promote inclusive and effective environmental governance 

across Latin America and the Caribbean, and the crucial role of the Escazú Agreement in guiding these 

efforts, ParlAmericas in collaboration with Parliamentarians for Global Action (PGA) convened 

parliamentarians, specialists, and representatives of civil society from the hemisphere to address 

parliamentary efforts on this agenda. Featuring a keynote presentation on the state of the Escazú 

Agreement’s implementation in the region, a panel discussion, and subsequent open dialogue, the session 

examined the role of parliaments in safeguarding the rights of access to information, participation, and 

justice in environmental matters as enshrined in the Agreement, including special emphasis on 

empowering women, youth, and marginalised communities to participate in environmental decision-

making.

Towards effective environmental governance: 
Access to information, participation, and justice

#ParlAmericasCC #EscazuAgreement

This activity aligned with SDGs 5, 10, 13, 15, 16, and 17.

THEMES:  Environmental governance, Human rights

DATE:  July 11, 2023

PARTICIPANTS: More than 70 parliamentarians, 

parliamentary staff, youth leaders, and 

representatives of civil society and multilateral 

organizations

LOCATION:  Virtual

CO-ORGANIZER:  Parliamentarians for Global 

Action (PGA)

https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/43583/S2300531_en.pdf
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FULL AGENDA

PRESS RELEASE

VIDEO RECORDING

PRESENTATION

MAIN TAKEAWAYS FROM THE MEETING:

The Escazú Agreement presents the minimum standards that States must observe in order to fulfill the rights of access to information, participation, and justice in 

environmental matters, promoting a human-rights centred approach to environmental governance in the region.

Through the Agreement, States are called to establish conditions that encourage public participation in environmental decision-making processes and that are adapted to 

the social, economic, cultural, geographical and gender characteristics of their national population. As representatives of their people, parliamentarians can be instrumental 

in applying an inclusive and participatory lens that facilitates broad and meaningful participation. 

It is essential that the public, especially youth, women, and members of communities particularly vulnerable to the effects of environmental degradation are empowered to 

participate in environmental decision-making, this includes ensuring sufficient notice is given and accessibility needs are considered ahead of public consultations on 

environmental projects.

Taking into account the central role of justice for democratic strengthening as well as the specific provision of the Escazú Agreement to protect environmental human rights 

defenders, the most threatened of whom are women, farmers and Afro-descendant and Indigenous persons, it is imperative that the judicial system is adequately equipped 

to protect the people and address their petitions, through robust legal frameworks. For instance, parliaments can strengthen the judicial system’s capacity to address socio-

environmental disputes by incorporating environmental crimes in the penal codes.

AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS

Opening remarks:

Presentation:

Panellists:

Moderator:

 Closing remarks:

The Honourable Valerie Woods, MP (Belize), Speaker of the House of Representatives, PGA Board Member, and Climate 

Action Campaign Convenor

The Honourable Senator Rosa Galvez (Canada), President of the ParlAmericas Parliamentary Network on Climate Change

David Barrio Lamarche, Environmental Affairs Officer, Escazú Agreement Secretariat, ECLAC

Senator Sophia Frazer-Binns (Jamaica), Shadow Minister of Land, Environment and Climate Change 

Senator Emilio Álvarez Icaza (Mexico), PGA Board Member

Tyrell Gittens, young geographer, environmentalist, conservationist and journalist from Trinidad and Tobago

Member of the Chamber of Deputies Margarita Stolbizer (Argentina), PGA Board Member

Mónica Adame, Secretary General of PGA

Alisha Todd, Director General of ParlAmericas

https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Agenda-EndingPlasticPollution-sp.pdf
https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Agenda-EndingPlasticPollution-en.pdf
http://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Agenda-EffectiveEnvironmentalGovernance-en.pdf
https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/PressRelease-EnvironmentalGovernance-en.pdf
https://youtu.be/bIXaBtiAfJ4
https://www.parlamericas.org/en/climate-change/our-work-cc.aspx
http://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Presentation-EscazuAgreement-ECLAC-July2023-en.pdf
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This meeting was made possible with the generous support of the 

Government of Canada through Global Affairs Canada.

Subscribe to the ParlAmericas Podcast on 

Spotify, Apple Podcasts and Google 

Podcasts, where you can listen to sessions 

from this and other ParlAmericas activities.

Antigua and 
Barbuda

Dominica
Saint Kitts and 
Nevis

https://open.spotify.com/show/5bWV3taW3wyvYbEKtB0roi
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/parlamericas-podcast/id1310044749
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5zaW1wbGVjYXN0LmNvbS9vY2lLZUVzNw==


ParlAmericas facilitates the exchange of 

parliamentary GOOD PRACTICES and 

promotes COOPERATIVE POLITICAL 

DIALOGUE in pursuit of the Sustainable 

Development Goals

ParlAmericas works towards strengthening 

democracy and governance by 

accompanying ELECTORAL 

PROCESSES

ParlAmericas is headquartered in 

OTTAWA, CANADA

ParlAmericas is the institution that promotes 

PARLIAMENTARY DIPLOMACY in the

INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM

ParlAmericas fosters OPEN 

PARLIAMENTS by advancing the principles 

of transparency, accountability, citizen 

participation, ethics and probity

ParlAmericas is composed of the 35 

NATIONAL LEGISLATURES of the 

countries of North, Central and South 

America and the Caribbean

ParlAmericas organizes consultations and 

builds MULTI-STAKEHOLDER 

PARTNERSHIPS with young leaders 

and civil society organizations

ParlAmericas promotes policies and 

legislative measures to mitigate and adapt to 

the effects of CLIMATE CHANGE

ParlAmericas mainstreams GENDER 

EQUALITY by advocating for women’s 

political empowerment and the application of 

a gender lens in legislative work

International Secretariat of ParlAmericas 

703-155 Queen Street, Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6L1 Canada 

Telephone: +1 (613) 947-8999

Email: info@parlamericas.org

https://twitter.com/ParlAmericas
https://www.facebook.com/ParlAmericas/
https://www.youtube.com/c/parlamericas
https://www.linkedin.com/company/parlamericas
https://www.flickr.com/photos/parlamericas/
https://open.spotify.com/show/5bWV3taW3wyvYbEKtB0roi

